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SUBJ: SOVIET VIEWS ON SPECIAL DISARMAMENT SESSION AND TEST BAN 

1. SUMMARY: TIMERBAEV (USSR) INDICATED CURRENT SOVIET 
LIMITED EXPECTATION POR SPECIAL SESSION ON DISARMAMENT (SSOD) 

BUT EXPRESSED HOPE THAT POSITIVE RESULTS COULD BE PRODUCED. 

HE MAINTAINED FIRM LINE ON SOVIET POSITION ON PEACEFUL NU- 
CLEAR EXPLOSIONS IN THE TEST BAN NEGOTIATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN POLLOW-UP OP SEPT 2 US-SOVIET CONSULTATIONS ON SSOD 
TIMERBAEV AND WF.ILF.R (US) DISCUSSED SSOD AND RELATED DIS- 
ARMAMENT MATTERS. 

3. TIMERBAEV SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE SSOD MAKE A POSITIVE 
CONTRIBUTION TO DISARMAMENT EPPORTS BUT HAD NOT YET BEEN ABLE 
TO SEE A WAY TO DO THIS. HE SAID A PRACTICAL PROBLEM POR 
SOVIETS WAS THAT THEY WERE SPREAD SO THIN RE DISARMAMENT 
PERSONNEL WITH THE MANY ACTIVITIES CURRENTLY UNDERWAY. THIS 
WAS NOT A MATTER OP BUDGET POR SOVIET DISARMAMENT DIVISION BUT 
RATHER THAT THEY JUST DID NOT HAVE ENOUGH TRAINED PEOPLE. 

HE AGREED THAT IT WAS THEIR OWN PAULT AND THAT THEY WOULD 
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HAVE TO ENLARGE THEIR STAPF. 

4. WEILER SAID SSOD SHOULD BE USED TO STRENGTHEN SUPPORT 

POR DISARMAMENT EPFORTS IN GOVERNMENTS AND PUBLIC AND THAT 
HOW SSOD TURNED OUT COULD EPPECT PUBLIC SUPPORT OP PUTURE 
EPPORTS. TIMERBAEV SAID HE HAD NOT THOUGHT ABOUT THIS AS- 
PECT OP SSOD'S EPFECT. WEILER SAID US WOULD USE OCCASION 
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OF SSOD TO REVIEW APPROACHES OF PAST AND SEE IF NEW EFFORTS 
AND NEW IDEAS MIGHT PROVE PRODUCTIVE. HE SAID HE THOUGHT 
THIS SHOULD ENCOMPASS CONVENTIONAL AS WELL AS NUCLEAR 
FIELD, NOTING FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES THAT US PAST PRO- 
POSALS FOR CUT OFF ON FISSIONABLE MATERIALS PRODUCTION 
WOULD NOT REQUIRE INTRUSIVE INSPECTION, AND THAT US NOW 
AT FORCE LEVELS OF 2.1 MILLION WHICH IN PAST SOVIETS HAD 
AGREED SHOULD BE SECOND STAGE OF FORCE LEVEL REDUCTIONS. 
TIMERBAEV RESPONDED THAT IN PAST SOVIETS DID NOT HAVE 
CHINESE TO WORRY ABOUT IN CONNECTION WITH CONVENTIONAL 
FORCES BUT THAT A REVIEW BY BOTH SIDES OF DISARMAMENT 
POSITIONS MIGHT BE USEFUL AND THAT THIS IDEA GAVE HIM 
SOME "FOOD FOR THOUGHT." 

5. TIMERBAEV SAID HE RECOGNIZED THAT SSOD CLIMATE WOULD 
BE GREATLY AFFECTED BY PROGRESS MADE IN MONTHS AHEAD ON 
SALT AND CTB NEGOTIATIONS. HIS CURRENT PREOCCUPATION WAS 
CTB AND HE HOPED TO RETURN TO MOSCOW AS QUICKLY AS POS- 
SIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IN FINAL PREPARATIONS FOR OCTOBER 
MEETINGS WITH US AND UK. WEILER SAID CTB PROGRESS WOULD 
REQUIRE CHANGES IN CURRENT SOVIET POSITIONS, INTER ALIA 
THAT ON PEACEFUL NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS (PNE). 

6. TIMERBAEV TOOK A VERY HARD LINE IN EXCHANGE ON PNE 
QUESTION, SAYING SOVIETS WERE FIRM ON THE NFF.F. OF RETAIN 
PNES. HE SAID SOVIETS HAD GREAT NEED TO DEVELOP MINERAL 
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RESOURCES AND THAT PNES WERE NECESSARY FOR GEOLOGICAL SUR- 
VEYS IN THIS REGARD. HE SAID THIS ISSUE TRANSCENDS ARMS 
CONTROL ISSUES. HE ADDED THAT THERE WAS ANOTHER FACTOR, 
NAMELY THAT MANY IN THE USSR BELIEVE "WE SHOULD NOT TRY 
TO STOP THE MARCH OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY." HE ARGUED 
THAT SOVIET OFFER OF INSPECTION FOR PNES WOULD PRECLUDE 
USE FOR WEAPONS TESTING SINCE WITHOUT MEASUREMENTS NO 
WEAPONS TESTING WOULD BE WORTHWHILE. HE TOOK ISSUE WITH 
THE IDEA THAT US WAS FIRM ON PNE ISSUE, SAYING THAT 
PRESIDENT CARTER HAD INDICATED HIS FLEXIBILITY ON THIS 
MATTER IN HE PRESS CONFERENCE COMMENTS LAST MARCH. 

7. SAYING HE WAS SPEAKING PERSONALLY, TIMERBAEV SAID 
HE THOUGHT THAT DECISION-MAKING ON CTB AND SALT WERE 
LIKELY TO BE CLOSELY RELATED SINCE HE BELIEVED FINAL DE- 
CISIONS ON BOTH WERE LIKELY TO BE MADE IN CONNECTION WITH 
SOME FORM OF SUMMIT MEETING AND AS PART OF A PACKAGE 
SOLUTION. HE ADDED THAT IT WAS BECAUSE OF THIS RELATIONSHIP 
THAT SOVIETS OPPOSED GETTING CCD INVOLVED IN CTB ISSUES 

AS PROGRESS WAS MADE ON THEM. 

8. TIMERBAEV EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN THAT US "PREOCCUPA- 
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TION" WITH PANAMA CANAL TREATY WOULD SLOW EFFORTS ON CTB 
AND SALT, SAYING MOSCOW WANTED TO MOVE FOREWARD AS RAPIDLY 
AS POSSIBLE ON BOTH. 

YOUNG 
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